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New actors - Local experiments

① Voice of San Diego

② WisconsinWatch

③ Madison Commons

④ Bloggers & Citizen journalists

⑤ E-commerce



Transformation of news

3

① Blurring lines between news and 
entertainment.

② Supply/demand gaps in the journalism 
market.



News & entertainment (CBS 1960s Style) 



News & entertainment (CBS 2015 Style)



Infotainment

① Rise of 
infotainment.

Source Project for Excellence in Journalism, 2008



Infotainment

② Dumbing down or expanding news 
coverage to everyday life?

③ Goes beyond the news (docudramas, 
“reality” TV, talk shows)

④ Commercialism and competition.  Public 
orientation vs audience orientation 
(more space, less time, cost efficiency). 



Infotainment

⑤ News from cognitive reactions to 
emotional reactions.

⑥ Rise of “advertainment.” 



Entertainment that is newsworthy 



① 12% of people online cite the Daily 
Show as a place they get their news.

② Particularly the young. 

Entertainment that is newsworthy 



③ But it is still about entertainment…

Entertainment that is newsworthy 



However:

• We learn from infotainment.

• We become more politically cynical.

• We are less tolerant of the positions of 
others. 

Entertainment that is newsworthy 



Supply/Demand  gaps in journalism 

① Supply-Demand gap in low versus high 
competition environments.

② In low competition environments the 
gap was “tolerable” and let news 
organizations fulfill public-service as a 
byproduct of their business. 

③ But what happens in a high competition 
environment?  



Supply/Demand  gaps in journalism (Today’s NYT) 

The critic Holland Cotter says a Met
show focusing on the master’s artistry
with paper, chalk and ink is a monu-
ment to a monumental career. PAGE C22

WEEKEND ARTS C1-28

Purely Michelangelo
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Makan Delrahim, the Trump adminis-
tration’s top antitrust regulator, finds
himself in the middle of a political spat
after a threat to block the $85.4 billion
AT&T-Time Warner merger. PAGE B1

BUSINESS DAY B1-8

Watchdog Caught in a Storm

The brain of a 27-year-old who, before
hanging himself, was a star of his sport
became an object of fascination. PAGE B9

SPORTSFRIDAY B9-14

Detailing the Damage Done

ATLANTA — Republicans in
Washington seemed near panic on
Thursday in the light of a news re-
port in which four women said
Roy S. Moore, the Republican no-
minee for a United States Senate
seat in Alabama and an evangeli-
cal Christian, had made sexual or
romantic overtures to them when
they were teenagers and he was in
his 30s.

Senator Mitch McConnell of
Kentucky, the Republican major-
ity leader, said Mr. Moore should
step aside ahead of the Dec. 12 spe-
cial election if the allegations were
true.

But in Alabama, the fallout was
uncertain for a candidate who is
considered a hero in some circles
for his conservative cultural
stances. Mr. Moore, a former chief

justice of the Alabama Supreme
Court, was twice removed from
that office for his positions on gay
marriage and a Ten Command-
ments display. On Thursday, he
strenuously denied the allega-
tions the women made about him
in on-the-record interviews in-
cluded in the report, published by 

G.O.P. Reels as Sex Allegations 
Arise Against Senate Candidate

This article is by Richard Fausset,
Jonathan Martin and Campbell Rob-
ertson.

Roy S. Moore of Alabama.
KEVIN D. LILES FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page A20

In 2002, a Chicago comedy duo,
Dana Min Goodman and Julia
Wolov, landed their big break: a
chance to perform at the U.S.
Comedy Arts Festival in Aspen,
Colo. When Louis C.K. invited
them to hang out in his hotel room
for a nightcap after their late-
night show, they did not think
twice. The bars were closed and
they wanted to celebrate. He was
a comedian they admired. The
women would be together. His in-
tentions seemed collegial.

As soon as they sat down in his
room, still wrapped in their winter
jackets and hats, Louis C.K. asked
if he could take out his penis, the
women said.

They thought it was a joke and
laughed it off. “And then he really
did it,” Ms. Goodman said in an in-
terview with The New York

Times. “He proceeded to take all
of his clothes off, and get com-
pletely naked, and started mas-
turbating.”

In 2003, Abby Schachner called
Louis C.K. to invite him to one of
her shows, and during the phone
conversation, she said, she could
hear him masturbating as they 

Detailing Lewd Acts, 5 Women
Accuse a Comic of Misconduct

This article is by Melena Ryzik,
Cara Buckley and Jodi Kantor.

The comedian Louis C.K.
ANGELA LEWIS FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page A21

BEIJING — President Trump
heaped praise on President Xi Jin-
ping of China on Thursday, blam-
ing past American administra-
tions for China’s yawning trade
surplus with the United States
and saying he was confident that
Mr. Xi could defuse the threat
from North Korea.

Mr. Trump’s warm words, on a
state visit to China replete with
ceremony but short of tangible re-
sults, showed a president dou-
bling down on his gamble that by
cultivating a personal connection
with Mr. Xi, he can push the Chi-
nese leader to take meaningful

steps on North Korea and trade.
In public, Mr. Trump projected

an air of deference to China that
was almost unheard-of for a vis-
iting American president. Far
from attacking Mr. Xi on trade, Mr.
Trump saluted him for leading a
country that he said had left the
United States “so far behind.” He
said he could not blame the Chi-
nese for taking advantage of weak
American trade policy.

Behind closed doors, American

officials insisted, Mr. Trump force-
fully confronted Mr. Xi about the
trade imbalances between the two
countries. He also pressed China
to take tougher measures toward
North Korea, including a suspen-
sion of oil shipments.

In neither case did the Chinese
make significant concessions, nor
did Mr. Trump express dissatis-
faction with their response.

It was a remarkable moment in
the story of China’s rise and Amer-
ica’s response to it, with Mr.
Trump’s performance suggesting
a tipping point in great-power
politics. By concluding that the
United States can better achieve
its goals by flattering a Chinese
leader than by challenging him, 

Trump, Pleading U.S. Case to Xi, Bets on Flattery
This article is by Mark Landler,

Julie Hirschfeld Davis and Jane
Perlez.

Pressing for Help From
China on Trade and

North Korea

President Trump and President Xi Jinping on Thursday in Beijing. American officials said Mr. Trump confronted Mr. Xi in private.
DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page A10

SUTHERLAND SPRINGS,
Tex. — The scene captured by vid-
eo is almost too terrible to imag-
ine, much less contemplate watch-
ing: seven minutes of gunfire as a
black-clad gunman executes his
victims — many of them small
children — inside the First Baptist
Church here.

Lock the video up forever, some
Texas residents and former law
enforcement officials say. Better
yet, destroy it.

“No one ever needs to see that,”
said Charlene Uhl, whose 16-year-
old daughter, Haley Krueger, was
among the 26 victims of the as-
sault.

But grisly videos and other im-
ages captured by live-streams, se-
curity cameras and cellphones are
increasingly becoming part of a
raw historical record of mass
shootings, haunting pieces of evi-
dence left behind along with bullet
fragments and bloodstains. It
takes just a quick web search to
find hours of black-and-white se-
curity camera footage taken dur-
ing the Columbine High School
rampage in 1999.

Whether to ever release these
videos or keep them permanently
out of sight raises vexing ques-
tions. Releasing them could affect
the integrity of law enforcement
investigations, re-traumatize fam-
ilies of victims and feed online
voyeurs and conspiracy theorists,
officials say. But others argue that
keeping the videos out of public
view masks the true horror of
mass shootings and allows poli-
ticians and the public to avoid con-
fronting their bloody reality.

Officials have kept videos from
other mass shootings out of public
view for years after the fact, in-

Release Video
Of a Shooting?

‘It’s Too Raw’

This article is by Alan Blinder, Da-
vid Montgomery and Jack Healy.

Continued on Page A14

WASHINGTON — Senate Re-
publicans outlined their vision on
Thursday for overhauling the tax
code, proposing a one-year delay
in President Trump’s top priority
of cutting the corporate tax rate
while reinstating some prized tax
breaks used by middle-class fam-
ilies.

The Senate bill differs signifi-
cantly from the House version ap-
proved by the Ways and Means
committee on Thursday: It would
preserve some popular tax
breaks, including ones for mort-
gage interest and medical ex-
penses, and would maintain a bot-
tom tax rate of 10 percent for lower
earners. But it would also jettison
the state and local tax deduction
entirely and delay the enforce-
ment of a 20 percent corporate tax
rate until 2019, which could rankle
the White House and mute the
economic growth projections that
Republicans are counting on to
blunt the cost of the tax cuts.

The disparate bills show the
competing pressures that Repub-
lican lawmakers are facing and
the calculations that Senate and
House leaders are making to en-
sure passage of the bills through
their respective chambers. While
both bills share the main priorities
of cutting corporate and individ-
ual taxes, they diverge on matters
of high political sensitivity, partic-
ularly for vulnerable House Re-
publicans from high-tax states
and for Senate Republicans con-
cerned about adding to the federal
budget deficit.

Senate staff members said their
draft would require changes,
likely major ones, to survive pro-
cedural rules that allow it to pass
on a party-line vote. Those
changes could include setting
some of the tax cuts to expire after
a period of years.

A retiring senator, Jeff Flake,
Republican of Arizona, raised con-
cerns that the legislation could
add more to federal deficits. “I re-
main concerned over how the cur-
rent tax reform proposals will
grow the already staggering na-

tional debt,” Mr. Flake said, “by
opting for short-term fixes while
ignoring long-term problems for
taxpayers and the economy.”

Senators Mike Lee, Republican
of Utah, and Marco Rubio, Repub-
lican of Florida, said the bill did
not go far enough in increasing
the child tax credit, which rose to
$1,650 per child in the Senate ver-
sion, from $1,600 in the House bill,
and would now be available to
families making up to $1 million a
year, a leap from a current income
limit of $110,000. “The Senate is
not going to pass a bill that isn’t
clearly pro-family,” they said in a
joint statement, “so we look for-
ward to working with our col-
leagues to get there.”

Stocks tumbled on the news
that the corporate rate cut may be
delayed. The Standard & Poor’s
500-stock index fell 0.4 percent
and the Nasdaq 100 slipped 0.5
percent.

“The Street definitely felt like
there was some connection be-
tween tax policy and the market
reaction, which was pretty se-

Senators’ Tax Bill Delays
A Promised Corporate Cut

Plan Reflects Differing Political Pressures —
Mortgage Interest Deduction Is Kept

This article is by Jim Tankersley,
Alan Rappeport and Thomas Kap-
lan.

Continued on Page A17

Republicans promised a mid-
dle-class tax cut. So far, they
have created mostly middle-class
confusion.

Both the evolving House bill
and the emerging Senate plan
would slash taxes for businesses
and many wealthy individuals.
What they would mean for the
middle class, however, is less
clear. The plans feature a spider
web of intersecting and offsetting
changes to the tax code that
many taxpayers — and even
many tax accountants — are
struggling to untangle.

This much is clear: Either
version of the bill would be bad
news for residents of high-tax,
high-cost states, most of which
tend to elect Democrats. Both
bills would eliminate the de-
duction for state and local in-
come and sales taxes — not a big
deal in low-tax states such as
Florida and Texas, but a poten-
tially huge difference for many
taxpayers in high-tax California
and New York.

The Senate bill would go fur-
ther by also eliminating the
deduction for state and local
property taxes. That would be
especially hard on states such as
New Jersey that have high hous-
ing costs and that rely heavily on
property taxes to fund their
governments. (States won by
Hillary Clinton in 2016 accounted
for two-thirds of state and local
tax deductions in 2015. They
accounted for half of total in-
come.)

Michael Gottlieb, a 32-year-old
health care lawyer who lives
with his wife and two children in
Fair Lawn, N.J., said he believed
that his family would pay more 

Big Windfalls
Likely to Skip

Middle Class

By BEN CASSELMAN
and TARA SIEGEL BERNARD

Continued on Page A16

NEWS ANALYSIS

Parliament lifted Marine Le Pen’s im-
munity, potentially exposing her to
prosecution for disseminating graphic
photos of ISIS executions. PAGE A12

Setback for Le Pen in France

In a forerunner of recent debates, a
1990s plan to erect a huge bronze statue
of a British king’s wife was foiled by her
link to the slave trade. PAGE A23

A Queens Statue’s Meltdown

Towns in Russia and Estonia share a
history as a single city, but since the
Soviet Union’s collapse, they are split
by a border and by cultural and eco-
nomic differences. PAGE A4

INTERNATIONAL A4-12

A City Split by History

The Brooklyn Diocese quietly listed on
its website the names of eight former
priests, including one ousted 25 years
ago, accused of sexual abuse of chil-
dren. PAGE A22

NEW YORK A22-23

Diocese Lists Defrocked Priests

Paul Krugman PAGE A25

EDITORIAL, OP-ED A24-25

A conservative group backed by the
Koch brothers wants to allow private
providers to compete with Veterans
Affairs hospitals in providing govern-
ment-financed medical care. PAGE A18

NATIONAL A13-21

Debate on Veterans’ Care
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Sunshine giving way to clouds
north. Flurries. Partly to mostly
sunny south. Cold. Highs in the 30s
to middle 40s. Partly cloudy tonight.
Cold. Weather map is on Page B12.

National Edition



Supply/Demand  gaps in journalism 

It is not that citizens avoid public affair 
news altogether…



Supply/Demand  gaps in journalism 

It is not that citizens avoid public affair 
news altogether…



Supply/Demand  gaps in journalism 

The gap is not an artifact of ideology.



Supply/Demand  gaps in journalism 

And while there are some regional 
differences the gap is pervasive.



Supply/Demand  gaps in journalism 

However these gaps shrink in times of 
heightened political activity.

2008 US Presidential Election



Issues with supply/demand  gaps in journalism 

① Will media continue to fulfill their 
agenda-setting function?

② Is the public mission of commercial 
mainstream media sustainable?

③ Is the democratic function of news in 
jeopardy?  



③ Change in our conception of 
citizenship? (From informed citizens to 
monitorial citizens that scan the media 
environment and become involved only 
of they perceive a problem). 

④ Opens citizens for persuasion and 
manipulation? 

Issues with supply/demand  gaps in journalism 



Questions

See you Monday.


