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Reminders

① First Media Analysis essay is due on 
Wednesday Oct 25; via turnitin + peers

② This week Quiz # 3.



Journalistic systems in the U.S. - main points

① From party press (polarized) to
a commercial press model.

② The commercial press is an achievement of 
technological development in mass 
production, the rise of the advertising industry 
and the incorporation of human interest stories 
as legitimate press content.



Journalistic systems in the U.S. - main points

③ Advertising industry as the main funding 
source of the press. Political autonomy based 
on market dependence.

④ These factors are at the basis for objectivity in 
journalism (reduction to facts), that is enhanced 
by professionalization.



Journalistic systems in the U.S. – timeline
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Grand principles of American Journalism

① Independence
② Transparency
③ Citizen engagement
④ Holding power accountable
⑤ Objectivity
⑥ Balance
⑦ Fairness
⑧ Accuracy/Verification
⑨ Telling the truth

Today’s class



Objectivity



Objectivity

• If objectivity is about sticking to facts 
without preconceptions about the 
facts, can we be unbiased?



Objectivity – Can Journalism be objective?



Objectivity

• Objectivity is not about the person but the 
method employed…

• Journalism is being constituted along a 
larger process of scientific rationality, 
positing that there are ways of “seeing” 
that can lead to an objective truth.

• Journalists by employing methods of 
verification can be objective, if they adhere 
to the method.   



Objectivity

• How would we report on this claim?
• Do our views on the issue matter?



Balance

• One of the techniques  used by journalists 
as part of the push towards objectivity is 
that of balance.

• Since you are suspending your own beliefs 
on an issue, you rely on the accounts of 
others and their interpretations of events. 

• You offer narratives based on contrasting 
claims about the truth and you take these 
seriously…   



Balance and false balance

• How does one achieve balance?



Balance and false balance



① Recognition of the increasing importance of 
media as power.

② Audience increasing perception that the 
media are biased. In part because the media 
debate bias.

③ Political strategy of “working the refs”…

False balance – where does it come from



Balance and false balance



Balance and false balance



Balance and false balance



Fairness

① Is not about pleasing a source, but rather 
about being willing not to dismiss what they 
say outright. 

② It is about making the same effort to 
understand different perspectives.

③ It is about giving sources that chance to give 
their side of the story.

④ It is not about an appearance of fairness but of 
a pursuit of fairness.



Questions

See you Wednesday.




