
How to search for and access authoritative 
sources on the school library website  



• There are different ways to search for and access academic journal 
articles even within and outside of the school library system (e.g., 
within – databases, journals, etc.; outside – Google Scholar and 
others). 

• But this will walk you through the most simplest route. 
• Note that there may be additional steps you may have to go through 

depending on your physical location at the time you conduct the 
search (e.g., log-in procedure). These steps are omitted from this 
PDF. 

• After you have reviewed this PDF, try searching for the additional 
articles on your own! And if you’re not on campus, you can follow 
these steps to get access to the articles in our Essay #1 prompt. 

• (If you’re on campus, the article links provided in the prompt would 
allow direct download from these sites, but if you’re not, you would 
have to go through the school library system.) 



Go to the school library website (http://www.library.wisc.edu/) and click on the red drop-
down button labeled “Catalog.” Then, select “Articles” to limit your search to articles. (But 
again, there are other ways, such as to search for particular journals or databases and then to 
refine your search within those.) 



Enter your search term. You can also do Advanced Search if you have a specific idea of what 
you are looking for (author’s name, publication year, article or journal title, etc.) I put the title 
of one of the journal articles provided for the first essay. 



You will see a list of search results. If you need to, you can refine your results based on formats, 
publication date, language, subjects, journals, and etc. This can be done on the left-side of the 
screen under “Refine My Results.” 



When you find an article you want to look into, click on “View It” tab under the article. It will 
expand to show different sources that have the full text of the article. (For this particular article 
I clicked on, there is only one source.) Click on one of them. I usually click the top one. 



The link will take you to an external site that has the full text of the article you selected. To 
view the full text, find an icon (or it can just be a text link) that says something like “Full Text 
(PDF)” or “Get PDF.” (These sources have similar, but distinct interfaces). 



When you click on the Full Text (PDF), the site will take you where you can view or download 
the article. 


