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Journalism & Politics- today’s class plan
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① Is news coverage in the US biased in 
favor of one political party?

② Is news coverage making people more 
extreme in their political views?

③ Is news coverage making people more 
cynical and detached from the political 
system?   



Political Polarization
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§ What is polarization?
§ Increased issue extremity
§ Political alignment
§ Affective phenomena



Political Polarization
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§ To sum up:
§ Increased issue extremity
§ Political alignment
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Political Polarization – Affective polarization



Affective polarization and perceptions of media bias and influence
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• Third person effect

• Hostile media phenomenon
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Affective polarization and perceptions of media bias and influence



Surveys in 10 countries (2010)
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Perceived political polarization 



§ Perceived polarization as perceived 
distance between political parties.

Perceived political polarization

Party A Party B Party C
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Encourage 
development of 

renewable energy 
sources 

Encourage off-
shore drilling for 

oil and gas 
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Role of news
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§ To sum up:
§ Unrelated to political extremity
§ Increases affective polarization 
§ Increases perceived polarization

§ Why? 



Exemplification theory
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§ Comprehension, storage and retrieval of 
concrete events is greater than for abstract 
ones.

§ Incidence of events is also coded, but it 
“suffers” from at least two biases:
§ Representativeness heuristic (Devalue 

base-rate information) 
§ Availability heuristic
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Exemplification theory
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Experiments 
manipulating the 

number of 
exemplars and 

contrasting it with 
base rate 

information



Exemplification



Exemplification



Politics & Journalism – 3 Media malaise hypothesis

Because of  negativity in 
coverage does news foster 
political cynicism and make 
people less engaged? 



Role of news
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§ News consumption:
§ Increases political knowledge.
§ Increases political efficacy.
§ Increases political participation. 



Questions

See you Friday…


